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Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office Escorts Remains of Fallen Flight Attendant

(CHARLOTTE, NC) — On Saturday, February 8, the Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO)
had the solemn honor of escorting the remains of Danasia Elder, a dedicated flight attendant
aboard American Airlines Flight 5342.

Ms. Elder tragically lost her life when Flight 5342 collided with an Army helicopter over the
Potomac River in Washington D.C. Her untimely passing has left a deep void in the hearts of her
family, friends, and colleagues, who remember her for her kindness, professionalism, and
unwavering dedication to her work. While nothing can ease the sorrow of this loss, we hope that
this small gesture of respect and remembrance provides comfort to those who loved and
cherished her.

"We regard this as a professional honor and a personal privilege,” said Sheriff Garry McFadden.
“This moment carries significant personal meaning for our agency in numerous ways, and we are
honored to support Ms. Elder’s family as they navigate this heartbreaking loss.”
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